Global Junior Challenge

A week in Rome for the world-wide showcase of “Digital Youth”

Exhibitions, International Encounters, Events, Workshops

At the Fiera di Roma from the 3rd to the 7th of December 2000

Awards Ceremony with RITA LEVI MONTALCINI and Mayor of Rome FRANCESCO RUTELLI

4 December 2000 

On December 3rd the Fiera di Roma will open its doors to a week dedicated to Digital Practice, making of Italy’s Capital the world-side showcase of the new information technologies. A series of exposition spaces, international meetings and other events will wrap up the first edition of the Global Junior Challenge, the international competition backed by the City of Rome, as Chairman of the European network Telecities, dedicated to the best projects using Internet and multimedia in the education and formation of young people. The event has as the patronage of the President of the Republic.

Winners will personally receive their prizes by Nobel Prize winner Rita Levi Montalcini and the Mayor of Rome Francesco Rutelli during an awards ceremony on Rome’s Capitol Hill, the Campidoglio, on December 4th, beginning at 7pm. 

The International Jury, with Alfonso Molina of the University of Edinburgh, and Laura Balbo of Italy, presiding, joined by Osten Makitalo, Swedish researcher considered the father of the cellular phone, have chosen from among the 588 projects received, 89 projects from 30 countries, judged of noteworthy technological, cultural and educational interest, which will be exhibited on the 3rd and 4th of December at the Fiera di Roma during the course of the event “Global Junior Challenge Exhibition”. 15 of the projects selected are Italian. The winning projects are a demonstration, on a world-wide level, of best practices in digital training, offering a panorama on new technologies and didactics, cultural exchange, communications and much more. The show will be a point of encounter among experts, educators, student and citizens who will be able to participate as well in the numerous workshops planned.

At 9am on December 4th, the Fiera Auditorium will open the international “Youth in the Digital Era”, with president of the European Commission Romano Prodi in video conference, and the speeches of Mariella Gramaglia, president of Telecities and vice-director general of Rome City Hall, Tullio De Mauro Education Minister, and Viviane Reding European Commissioner for Education and Training. The conference will continue over the course of the entire day with three round-table discussions at which several international experts will participate. 

Speaking on the subject of  “Digital Device” will be Stefano Rodotà, president of the Authority on the Protection of Personal Data, Philips Queau, philosopher and father of cyberculture in France and today head of the programme on information and technology of Unesco, Isable Hernandez of the UN, Lavinia Gasperini of the FAO, Calos Primo Braga of the World Bank.

Gianna Martinengo, founder in 1982 of Didael the first Italian “Web Knowledge Company”, where she is currently President and Chief Executive Officer, will moderate the round-table discussion dedicated to “Pedogogical Approaches and New Technologies”, which will include Alfonso Molina,professor of Technology Strategy at the University of Edinburgh, Renzo Silvestri, Italian chief of the worldwide network Global Knowledge Network, the most important worldwide training network on new technologies, and Marcel Lubrun of the University of Louvain.

With moderater sociologist Domenico De Masi, the following will be called upon  to discuss “Scholastic Preparation for the New Economy”: Antonio Bassolino , president of the Region of Campania, Luigi Vianello, vice-director general of Ansa, Roberto Masiero, president for Europe of the International Data Corporation.
On the 5th of December, at 9.30am in the Sala della Promoteca, Mariella Gramaglia will present the Digital Youth Consortium for Computer Literacy. Also participating will be Franco Bassini. The Consortium represents a platform of public/private collaboration dedicated to developing long-term educational and training programmes for young people using the new technologies.

On December 6th the Fiera di Roma will open the conference on Telecities, which will continue through December 7th, and will be dedicated to the theme of Government “Business and Public Administration in the development of Electronic Commerce and the New Economy”. With 120 affiliated cities,  99 of which are located in the 14 members of the EU, Telecities offers a panorama of competences and experiences capable of synthesising the European demand for computer application, becoming the spokesman for Community institutions. The conference, convoked at the conclusion of Rome’s two-year stint as chairman, will allow many representatives of municipal administrations to meet and compare notes on the most current themes of: e-government, health, education and training.

For further information consult the Internet address: www.gjc.comune.roma.it
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