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press release

Digital youth

GLOBAL JUNIOR CHALLENGE

A world-wide competition launched by the City of Rome will award prizes in December to the best projects using new technologies for educational and training purposes. 

Promoted by the Municipal Authorities of Rome in partnership with Telecities, the European network of telematic cities, the GLOBAL JUNIOR CHALLENGE is the world’s first international award for innovative projects specifically concerning education and training for under-thirties. Launched, unsurprisingly, on the Internet in spring, the award has already set the “netties” jungle-drums beating, attracting hundreds of hits from all over the world on the award’s www.gjc.comune.roma.it website.

The aim of the competition is  two-fold. On the one hand it aims to promote the use of the new technologies amongst the young. At the same time it hopes to encourage research and development in the field of telematics to  provide young people greater opportunities for communicating, learning and increasing their knowledge. More than that, the Global Junior Challenge also aims to promote the creation of instruments that not only allow the young to access the job market, but even, perhaps, to design their own jobs on, or with the help of the Internet.

The award is open to associations, public and private sector institutions, co-operatives, schools, universities, and businesses, as well as individuals of all ages and nationalities around the world.

Nor is there any restriction on educational or training subject matter. Projects may relate to everything from art to culture, from environment to the economy and no bright idea is off-limits: from new databases  to new ways of using the Internet; from virtual reality to new multimedia services and packages; from the creation of new web pages to new uses for e-mail.
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This is going to transform the GLOBAL JUNIOR CHALLENGE into a global showcase for cutting-edge developments, original concepts and emerging trends in the world of multimedia and telematic communication. For a start, the 50 most innovative projects selected by an international jury of experts will be put on display at the special “Global Junior Challenge Exhibition” which will be held in Rome on December 4-6. The finalists themselves will receive their prizes at an official ceremony in Rome on December 4, in the presence of Rome’s own Mayor, Francesco Rutelli.

There will be several other high profile events relating to the GLOBAL JUNIOR CHALLENGE in December: an international conference on education in the Information Society (title: “The Young in the Digital Age”, as well as seminars and workshops for teachers and students.

The GLOBAL JUNIOR CHALLENGE application form is available on-line at: www.gjc.comune.roma.it and can be completed on- line   or returned by mail or fax by October 10 2000  to: Comune di Roma – Vice Direzione Generale- Lungotevere dei Pierleoni, 1 – 00186 Roma. Fax +39 0669923160.
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